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News of $5,000 amateur cash prize and Saatchi Online’s involvement 
creates heightened excitement in the run up to shor tlist announcement 

The World Photography Awards (WPA), sponsored by Sony, proudly announces an impressive number of entri es in 
its inaugural year. Submissions closed on 31 st January with a total of 25,934 amateur photograph entries and 44,641 
professional photograph entries across the categories. 

The anticipation of the shortlist announcement grow s with the revelation that the winner of the amateu r competition 
will be awarded a substantial $5,000 cash prize, do nated by Sony.  This is in addition to being named ‘Sony World 
Photography Awards Amateur Photographer of the Year ’ and flown out as a VIP to attend the Awards cerem ony in 
Cannes on 24th April 2008. 

The selection process has also been heightened with  the news that Saatchi Online, one of the biggest n ames in the 
arts and photography world, has signed up to partne r the awards and support the amateur community. Saa tchi 
Online will make a special selection of 100 images from the highly commended amateur entries, to be di splayed on 
the ‘Saatchi Online Gallery Wall’ in Cannes during the Awards and exhibition in April. This will be fo llowed by the 
launch of the ‘WPA Image Bank’ on Saatchi Online wh ich will feature up to 1,000 top commended amateur images 
for commercial sale. 
 
Scott Gray, Founder of Sony World Photography Award s commented, “When the World Photography Awards 
launched last year, we were delighted when Sony cam e on board as our headline sponsor. This additional  support 
from Saatchi Online further strengthens our ability  to raise the profile of photography on both a prof essional and 
amateur level.” 

Key Dates 
 
Shortlist announcement 
·  15th February 2008 
 
Finalists exhibition, Palais des Festivals, Cannes 
·  21st-24 th April 2008 
 
Awards ceremony, Palais des Festivals, Cannes 
·  24th April 2008 
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Editor’s Notes 
 

WPA backgrounder  

The initial concept for the World Photography Award s was conceived 
over lunch in Cannes in autumn 2005. Founder Scott Gray identified 
with the Commercial Manager of the Palais de Festivals a substantial 
gap in the photography market for celebrating what had been a 
revolutionary decade in the industry. The result was an Awards 
ceremony that would mark the way forward for both p rofessional and 
amateur photographers and set a precedent for futur e decades.   
 

 Sony backgrounder 

Sony first entered the photographic market in 1989  with the release of 
one of the world’s first digital cameras. Through t he years Sony has 
continued to push the boundaries of excellence with  each new addition 
to their range, including the market-leading Cyber- shot digital and the 
DSLR Sony �  (pronounced Alpha) cameras 100 and 700. It is with great 
pleasure that Sony looks forward to the growing succ ess of The Sony 
World Photography Awards in years to come .  
 

 

Saatchi Online backgrounder  

Saatchi Online was launched in 2006 in order to create a free global 
platform for artists all over the world to exhibit their work to a wide 
international art community. Now the world’s larges t interactive website, 
attracting millions of visitors each day, Saatchi O nline showcases the 
work of over 80,000 artists and art students. The site has proven to be 
an invaluable platform for artists,  facilitating s ales of over $100 million in 
its first year. The website has enabled collectors to acquire work directly 
from registered artists, free of any commission, an d dealers can also 
benefit by using the site to discover new artists w orking all over the 
world. The site also provides information on intern ational museum and 
gallery exhibitions, a daily magazine, global art news, a live chatroom 
and regular competitions. Saatc hi Online is ranked in the top 300 
websites in the world . www.saatchigallery.com 
 

  

 
Visit www.worldphotographyawards.org  for all news updates 
 

Contacts 
 

For further information / Use of pictures / Intervi ews 

Idea Generation: +44(0)20 7749 6850 
Katie Reynolds: katie@ideageneration.co.uk 
Zoe Franklin: zoe@ideageneration.co.uk 
 

Ends 
Websites 

  

www.ideageneration.co.uk  
For: 
·  Client list 
·  Company contact detail 

www.worldphotographyawards.org  
For: 
·  Further information on the Awards 
·  Online Press Office 



 

 

 


